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     The Kansas family of a soldier injured in Iraq is getting a new home 

thanks to the network television program, “Extreme Makeover: Home Edi-

tion.” The show’s crew turned up at 

the home of Staff Sgt. Allen Hill of 

Ottawa on Sunday, according to 

The Topeka Capital-Journal. 

     A group has found a suitable lo-

cation for the family’s new home, 

which will be away from loud noises 

that can trigger Hill’s PTSD. 

     The television show’s design 

team has a week to build the new 

home for the Hills and their two 

sons.  Allen is an Iraq war veteran 

living with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and a specially designed “quiet 

home” will be constructed to aid in his recovery.  

     Money is currently being raised to pay for building materials not donat-

ed. The remaining funds in the account will be donated to the Hill Family to 

assist them with maintaining the home and property.  

     An "Extreme Makeover BBQ Throwdown" fundraiser was held Thursday, 
Aug. 4 at Forest Park, 600 N. Locust, Ottawa. Members of the Kansas City 
BBQ Society brought eight of the country's top 10 pitmasters to compete in 
a BBQ tasting competition judged by cast members of Extreme Makeover: 
Home Edition. Details can be found at www.joinextreme.com/kansas. 
 

 

EXTREME MAKEOVER FOR FAMILY OF 

INJURED GI 

http://www.wibw.com/home/headlines/Extreme_Makeover_Chooses_Kansas_Soldier_126512873.html##
http://www.zimbio.com/go/seMG9Ept7In/https:/lh3.googleusercontent.com/-yQSDB-Cb53I/TX4HwnuWkZI/AAAAAAAAAQw/iH_tdHZKA_Q/s1600/construction+tools.JPG


     The South Dakota State Historical Society-Archives is marking this year’s 150
th

 anniversary of the 
start of the Civil War with an exhibit of Civil War archival records at the Cultural Heritage Center in 
Pierre. 
     Dakota Territory was also created in 1861, and the area was dotted with military forts and posts 
throughout the duration of the war, which lasted four years. Some of the soldiers’ letters tell of ser-
vice during that time period and the impact of the war on the territory and the forts. 
     “Although South Dakota doesn’t immediately come to mind when thinking of the Civil War, a 
number of civil war-related items with ties to South Dakota are preserved at the South Dakota State 
Archives,” noted Chelle Somsen, state archivist. 
      The State Archives display includes a photo of the dedication of the Civil War monument in Pierre 
in 1920; a slave bill of sale dated 1834; and a Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War Roster, 
1949-1950. Also included are a Grand Army of the Republic certificate for the John B. Wyman post in 
Wessington, dated 1889; loan bond cer-
tificates from the Confederate States for 
$100 in 1864; and Sons of Veterans, 
South Dakota Division ritual and cere-
monials rules book and roster of veter-
ans of Pierre, 1912. 
     In 1863, John Garrison wrote a letter 
from Kentucky to his wife Elizabeth de-
scribing military engagements, a slave 
sale and his duties at a military hospital. 
This letter is included in the exhibit, 
along with a transcript. Garrison was 
the great-grandfather of well-known 
South Dakotan Lyndall Berry. 
      Another letter in the exhibit is that 
from Lewis Edward Bloodgood, who 
served with the Union forces and de-
scribes his service and hospitalization 
after he was wounded in Mobile, Ala. 
     The Civil War exhibit is in the center’s lobby and is on display until the end of the year. There is no 
admission fee to see the exhibit, but there is a small fee to see the museum gallery. 
      An online index to the 1885 Civil War Veteran’s Census for Dakota Territory is available at 
http://history.sd.gov/Archives/Data/civilwar/default.aspx and lists the soldier’s name, company, regi-
ment, enrolled age, state that they enrolled in, service, rank, date that they arrived in Dakota Territo-
ry, and whether or not they were wounded or pensioned. A listing of other Civil War-related re-
sources available at the South Dakota State Archives is on the website at 
http://history.sd.gov/Archives/Data/military/civilwar.aspx. 
     Archives hours are 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. CDT Monday-Friday and the first Saturday of each month. Mu-
seum hours are 9 a.m.-6:30 p.m. Monday-Saturday and 1-4:30 p.m. on Sundays. 
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     Twenty-one service members from the South Dakota National Guard’s 155th Engineering Com-
pany, of Wagner, S.D., arrived in the South American country of Suriname July 22 as part of New 
Horizons 2011.  New Horizons is a cooperative humanitarian mission between the Suriname gov-
ernment and U.S. Southern Command with the goal of helping to improve the quality of life for the 
people of Suriname. 
     The 155th Soldiers are putting their vertical engineering skills to use in this partnership by reno-
vating the Pater van der Pluym School, comprised of three buildings and a courtyard, located in the 
District of Brokopondo, located approximately 40 miles south of Suriname’s capitol city of Paramari-
bo.  The school serves over 400 Surinamese students and functions as a community center.    
     “The project is a training tool,” said Chief Master Sgt. Lee Horstman, the SDNG’s New Horizons 
construction coordinator assigned to the 114th Fighter Wing from Sioux Falls, S.D.  “It provides mili-
tary occupational specialty experience with real-life circumstances that come with completing a mis-
sion abroad, just like in a deployment, he said. 
     “This mission provides an opportunity for Soldiers that haven’t been deployed to gain some un-
derstanding of what that process is like,” said 2nd Lt. Chris Schimke, a platoon leader for the 155th. 
“This isn’t a dangerous environment, but they are away from home, in a foreign place and don’t 
speak the language.  They have to find their way through everyday situations.” 
     Everyday situations at this work site include challenges such as working together with faculty 
and students on the building project while school is in session, overcoming language barriers, work-
ing in high heat, and staying hydrated.  
     “The students do class work in the morning until 9-10 a.m. Then it gets a little noisy, so the small 
kids head out while the older ones usually stay and help move desks,” said Horstman.  
     This help from the school residents enables the 155th Soldiers to spend more time working on 
other tasks, including the addition of new roofs, replacing ceiling panels, applying fresh paint, the 
construction of several gazebos, and pouring concrete for a walkway, he said.  
     The Soldiers are working to get the bulk of the building project done before Aug. 5 when the 
next rotation of 155th engineers come in to finish the renovations before a scheduled medical exer-
cise which begins Aug. 15. 
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     The NFL lockout is finally over, and the great game will soon be seen on television again—along 
with VA commercials that promote careers within VA.  

     In addition to collegiate and professional football games, the VA spots will be running in a diverse 
array of programming – including awards shows and special television events. The VA;s goal is to 
raise the profile of VA careers. From health care to administrative positions, from rural to urban loca-
tions, there are great opportunities open at VA now.  

     If you’re not a football fan, you can watch them any time online at TV Recruitment Commercials. 
For general career information, please visit VAcareers.va.gov.  
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     A special tribute to the World War II veterans and Honor Flight South Dakota will be hosted by 

KELO TV on September 12, 2011, at 7:00 pm central time.  

     American Legion Posts  in South Dakota have been asked to host open houses and invite all 

World War II veterans into their Posts for a tribute to them for their service and view the KELO trib-

ute as a group. 

     The American Legion family has donated in excess of $230,000  

     More on this as the details unfold. 

 
 A 30 foot by 56 foot American Flag, which honors those lost 10 years ago on 9/11, is coming 
to Pierre. 

 The “Patriot Flag” is being flown in all 50 states as a symbol of this year’s 10
th

 anniversary of 
9/11. South Dakota is the final state – and Pierre the final city --  to host the flag before it returns 
east for anniversary events in Manhattan, NY, Washington, D.C, and Shanksville, PA. 

 Volunteers with the civilian, fire, medical, mili-
tary and law enforcement sectors are organizing the 
ceremonies. The Pierre event is being coordinated 
by the Pierre Patriot Flag Honor and Remembrance 
Committee and the South Dakota Patriot Guard Rid-
ers. 

 Retired New York City firefighter and 9/11 sur-
vivor Joe Torrillo will be the guest speaker at the 
Pierre event,  which starts at 1 p.m. August 14 near 
the South Dakota Fire Fighter Memorial on the Capi-
tol Grounds. Other speakers include Gov. Dennis 
Daugaard and the Mayors of Pierre and Fort Pierre. 

 The program will also feature a 21-gun salute 
and appearances by the Aberdeen Fire and Rescue 
Pipe and Drum Corps and the Rapid City Fire Depart-
ment Honor Guard.  

 The event is open to the public. People attend-
ing are encouraged to bring chairs and blankets to 
sit on during the hour-long ceremony.  In addition 
to the flag-raising, the public has the opportunity to 
sign their names on a remnant of the Patriot Flag 
and in a special guest book that is traveling with it, 
and assist with the folding of the massive flag once it 
is lowered at the end of the ceremony. 
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South Dakota Patriotic Flag Event 



     It’s been 58 years since the 
end of the Korean War, but 
for many veterans, the emo-
tional resonance still echoes.  
     “They call it ‘The Forgotten 
War.’ That really irritates the 
Korean War veterans,” said 
Robert Hill, former command-
er of the Brookings chapter of 
the Disabled American Veter-
ans. “They felt more like the 
Vietnam veterans. They were 
left out.”   
     Saturday, approximately 80 
Korean War veterans from 
across the state gathered at 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post in Mitchell to exchange 
stories and look at Hill’s exten-
sive collection of Korean War 
memorabilia.   
     Darwin Buus, former 
commander of the 
Mitchell VFW, was on 
an aircraft carrier out-
side of the Korean Pen-
insula during the war, 
which lasted from June 
25, 1950, to July 1953, 
although the peninsula 
could still be considered 
an active war zone be-
cause of the presence of 
troops along both sides 
of the demilitarized zone 
between North and 
South Korea.   
     Although the post 
hosts a gathering for 
Korean War vets three 
times a year, Saturday 
was special for a num-
ber of reasons.  The 
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gathering was the first in 
which Hill brought his Korean 
War memorabilia.  
     Hill, a 20-year Army veter-
an, has a collection of rifles, 
clothing, photos and other 
items that he was happy to 
share with fellow veterans.   
     Saturday was also special 
for the gathering as Mitchell 
Mayor Lou Sebert signed a 
proclamation earlier in the 
week declaring Saturday as 
Korean War Day in Mitchell.     
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SD Korean war veterans gathered to 

reminisce ( R ep r in t e d  f r o m  M i t c h e l l  Da i l y  R e p ub l i c )   

Robert Hill, former commander of the Brookings chapter of the Disabled American 

Veterans, holds a Korean War-era rifle Saturday. Hill brought his collection of Kore-

an War memorabilia to the Mitchell VFW Post as part of a Korean War veterans’ 

gathering that drew approximately 80 South Dakotans. (Austin Kaus/Republic)  



August 5—Detachment 48, OSA Command Activation Ceremony—Rapid City Army Aviation Sup-

port Facility—10:00 am 

August 17—Veterans Job Fair—Sioux Falls VFW—10:00 am. 

August 19—Stand Down at Ft Thompson Community Center—10:00 am. 

August 29-31– VSO Annual Benefits School—Pierre Ramkota Hotel. 

September 1—Veterans Day at the SD State Fair—Free Admission for Veterans 

September 11—Patriot Day. 

September 15—Stand Down  - Watertown 

September 20—Stand Down—Aberdeen 

Upcoming events 
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Audry Ricketts, Public Information Officer 

South Dakota Department of the Military  

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs 

Soldiers and Sailors Building 

425 E Capitol Avenue 

Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: 605-773-8242  

E-mail address: audry.ricketts@state.sd.us 

Web site: http://mva.sd.gov 

CLAIMS OFFICE TEMPORARILY RELOCATED 

     Effective August 8, 2011 the South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs Claims Office will be 
temporarily relocated within the VA Regional Office.  

     Recently, high levels of mold spores were found throughout the VA Regional Office. The build-
ing is in the process of being remediated. 

      Aaron Pollard, Claims Office Supervisor, anticipates that the staff will be displaced until the end 
of October. Even though temporarily relocated, the claims office team will continue to provide the 
highest quality of service as they always do and claims will be processed in the same timely manner.    

mailto:audry.ricketts@state.sd.us
http://mva.sd.gov/

